
Amesbury’s Railroads 1848 - 1980
The Amesbury - Salisbury Branch

    The Eastern Railroad built the Salisbury-Amesbury branch in 1848. At that time, the 
Lower Millyard was in Salisbury rather than Amesbury. Through the next decades the 
Eastern Railroad and the Boston and Maine Railroad competed, and the Boston and 
Maine took over the Eastern Railroad in 1884. In 1886, the town boundaries changed 
and Salisbury’s West Parish and the Lower Millyard became part of Amesbury.

  The railroad was key to the growth of industry in Amesbury as it 
enabled the transportation of both raw materials and finished goods. 
The railroad supported the carriage industry, and at the turn of the 
century 100 car trains were leaving Amesbury each night. By the 
1920s the growth of the automobile had ensured the decline of the 
carriage industry, and the railroad freight switched to automobile 
bodies (companies like Hudson and Franklin). This worked well for a 
few years as the first car bodies were made of wood (Amesbury’s 
special skill). When the auto industry eventually switched to steel 
bodies, Amesbury’s role as a transportation manufacturing center 
came to an end.

  Regular passenger train service to Amesbury lasted until March 
1936, and freight trains continued to run until 1972. The line was 
abandoned 10 years later, and the track was removed. In 2001, the 
Amesbury end of the line became the Amesbury Riverwalk, which will 
eventually link to Salisbury’s Ghost Trail and the rest of the Coastal 
Trails Network.

Amesbury Depot, on 
Elm Street, is now a 
store. The Salisbury 
Point Station, built in 
1870 on Rocky Hill 
Road, served Lowell’s 
boat shop with raw 
materials and dory 
shipments. It was 
restored in the 1980s, 
and was moved to the 
Lower Millyard in 
2003.
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1885, Ghost Train sidings - Salisbury Mills

1950, Last steam powered locomotive to visit Amesbury

           0.1 Amesbury Depot (pre-1876)   0.3 Roundhouse                1.4 Stop & Shop
0.0 Amesbury Depot     0.2 Freight Yards      0.2 Gas Plant                          0.5 Oak St. Bridge    1.3 Salisbury Point Station      1.7 Elm Street                3.0 Cushing Street          3.6 Elm St. - Salisbury Station

Sign Design by Jon P Mooers

MILELINE  - miles from Amesbury Depot 0 - 3.6 miles


